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CHAPTER IV.
CHRIST'S ROYALTY.

FROM the perplexity in which the Jews were involved by
the contrast between Christ's royal pretensions and the
homely tenour of his life, they sometimes endeavoured to
deliver themselves by applying practical tests. They
laid matters before him of which it might seem the duty
of a king to take cognisance. By this means they dis-
covered that he considered several of the ordinary func-
tions of a king not to lie within his province. For ex-
ample, they showed him some of the tribute-money, and
asked Him whether they ought to pay it. It was an
obvious but at the same time a very effective way of
sifting his monarchical claims. In the times of David the
Jews had imposed tribute on the surrounding nations;
it was a thing scarcely conceivable that in the age of the
Messiah they should pay tribute to the foreigner. If
Christ were a commissioned and worthy successor of the
national hero, it seemed certain that he would be fired
with indignation at the thought of so deep a national
degradation. Strange to say, he appeared little inter-
ested in the question, and coldly bade them not be
ashamed to pay back into Caesar's treasury the coins that
came from Caesar's mint. If there be one function more
than another which seems proper to a king, it is that of